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A  Nav  CONGRESS,  A  NEW  CHANCE 

The  33rd  Congress  will  convene  on  January  3,  1953  with  221  Republicans  and  213  Democrats  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  (Republican  majority  of  8),  and  48  Republicans,  47  Democrats 
ia  the  Senate  (Republican  majority  of  !)•  There  will  be  one  Independent  member  in  each 
House.  77  House  members  and  14  Senators  were  elected  on  November  4  who  did  not  serve  in 
that  office  in  the  last  Congress.  As  is  usual  with  a  new  Congress,  most  of  the  month  of 
January  will  be  occupied  with  the  adoption  of  rules,  the  organization  of  committees,  the 
introduction  of  bills,  and  the  inauguration  of  President  Eisenhower  on  January  20. 

PLAN  A  VISIT  TO  lOUR  CONGRESSMN 

V/hile  your  Congressman  is  at  home  in  his  district  before  coming  to  Washington  you  have  an 
opportunity  to  do  an  effective  job  of  political  action.  One  suggestion  is  to  arrange  for 
a  representative  delegation  from  your  community  or  county  to  visit  your  Representative  at 
his  home  and  talk  with  him  about  some  of  the  issues  which  will  be  important  in  this  next 
Congress.  This  has  been  most  effective  in  other  cases  when  the  delegation  of  men  and 
women  representing  various  groups  in  the  community  gathers  before  the  visit  to  summarize 
the  concerns  to  be  presented  and  to  choose  one  person  to  introduce  the  group  and  begin 
the  discussion.  A  report  on  such  a  visit  would  be  extremely  valuable  to  us,  especially 
for  those  Congressmen  newly  elected.  Do  not  let  your  Congressman  come  to  Washington  for 
the  opening  of  the  83rd  Congress  without  hearing  from  you.  The  value  to  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  personal  contacts  with  their  constituents  cannot  be  over-GStiraated,  and 
when  later  contacts  are  made  on  specific  pieces  of  legislation  by  letter,  by  telegram,  or 
by  subsequent  visits  they  are  much  more  effective  and  more  cordial. 

This  Newsletter  discusses  some  of  the  issues  which  will  probably  be  up  for  consideration 
in  Congress  this  year.  We  hope  this  will  help  you  in  interviewing  your  Congressman. 

SEE  YOUR  CONGRESSMAN  NCW  I 

4^  *****  * 

REVISION  OF  EflUGRATION  lEGISUTIQN 

The  restrictive  McCarran  Ctanibus  Immigration  Bill  was  passed  on  June  27,  1952  in  the  clos¬ 
ing  days  of  the  82nd  Congress.  President  Truman  vetoed  the  bill  on  June  25th,  and  sent  it 
’oack  to  Congress.  A  two-thirds  vote  is  required  for  over-riding  a  veto,  and  the  McCarran 
Bill  finally  passed  the  narrowest  of  margins  in  the  Senate,  57  to  26,  or  one  more  than 
the  necessary  two-thirds.  This  is  now  Public  Law  414,  effective  December  24.  We  are  sug- 
gosting  some  of  the  main  lines  along  which  we  believe  this  legislation  should  be  revised. 

In  his  veto  message  the  President  asked  Congress  to  enact  emergency  immigration  legislation 
which  would  provide  for  the  entry  of  300,000  persons  over  a  three-year  period.  He  also 
appointed  on  September  4  a  special  Presidential  Ccmimission  on  Immigration  and  Naturaliza- 
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tion  to  hold  hearings  across  the  country  to  get  as  wide  and  complete  an  expression  of  opin¬ 
ion  on  over-all  immigration  and  naturalization  poUcy  as  possible.  Chairman  of  the  Commiss¬ 
ion  on  Immigration  and  Naturalization  is  Philip  B.  Perlman,  former  Solicitor  General^  and 
Clarence  S.  Pickett,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  is  one  of 
the  seven  members.  This  Commission  will  make  its  report  to  the  President  on  January  1,  1953« 
The  report  will  not  propose  specific  legislation,  but  rather  the  basis  upon  which  specific 
legislation  might  be  formed. 

As  the  President  has  irdicated,  a  primary  consideration  in  the  immigration  policy  of  the 
United  States  should  be  willingness  to  accept  for  permanent  residence  a  generous  share  of 
those  people  on  the  continent  of  Europe  who  are  still  "displaced  persons",  and  for  whom  no 
provision  could  be  made  before  the  U.  S.  DP  Commission  came  to  the  end  of  its  term.  The 
final  report  of  the  DP  Commission  says,  "At  the  end  of  the  displaced  persons  program,  there 
were  over  50,CXX)  people  -  displaced  persons,  German  expellees,  Italian  refugees,  Greek  refu¬ 
gees,  Poles,  and  European  strandees  in  the  Far  East  -  who  would  have  received  visas  but  for 
the  lack  of  quota  numbers  or  time  cut-off."  Any  new  immigration  legislation  should  include 
provisions  which  would  extend  a  welcome  to  persons  without  a  home  because  of  the  dislocation 
of  ">Vorld  War  II  and  its  aftermath. 

One  of  the  most  objectionable  parts  of  the  McCarran  Act  is  the  retention  of  the  national 
origins  clause,  which  discriminates  against  immigrants  from  southern  and  eastern  Europe. 
Though  advances  were  made  in  the  new  law  with  respect  to  recognition  of  the  right  of 
Japanese  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  would  it  not  be  better  to  work  for  a 
revision  of  the  law  which  will  give  common  recognition  to  all  peoples  regardless  of 
national  origin,  race,  or  creed?  Instead  of  basing  quotas  on  national  origin,  one  possi¬ 
bility  would  be  to  base  them  upon  a  series  of  preferential  categories  which  take  into 
account  the  need  for  re-uniting  families,  the  needed  skills  of  immigrants  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  other  considerations.  If  it  is  inpossible  to  eliminate  the  national 
origin  clause,  then  perhaps  amendments  should  be  offered  to  calculate  quotas  on  a  1950 
rather  than  the  1920  census.  If  this  fails,  then  steps  should  be  taken  to  pool  quotas  so 
that  nations  now  discriminated  against  may  benefit  from  the  unused  quotas  of  others.  The 
present  law  should  be  amended  to  eliminate  mortgages  on  future  quotas  because  of  special 
emergency  legislation  already  passed  to  enable  DP  groups  to  come  to  this  country.  For 
example,  Latvia  has  her  future  quota  mortgaged  until  the  year  227U. 

Another  flaw  in  our  present  immigration  policy  is  the  difficulty  it  presents  to  scholars, 
scientists,  artists,  and  others  who  wish  to  come  to  the  United  States  for  visits  to  lec¬ 
ture,  advise,  or  perform.  The  elaborate  and  conplicated  procedures  required  to  obtain  a 
visa  have  often  operated  to  make  it  impossible  for  such  foreign  visitors  to  attend  cultur¬ 
al  or  scientific  conferences  in  this  country  -  clearance  sometimes  requiring  many  months, 
or  rejections  being  made  for  reasons  which  are  not  valid  in  the  particular  circtimstance. 
Special  provisions  should  be  written  into  the  law,  relaxing  restrictions  on  such  individ¬ 
uals  wishing  to  come  to  this  country  for  a  short  period  of  time  on  cultural  missions. 

As  a  result  of  the  hearings  of  the  President's  Commission,  and  the  discussions  which  went 
on  dxiring  the  pre-election  days,  considerable  public  sentiment  has  built  up  in  favor  of 
some  fundamental  revisions  of  the  McCarran  Act.  But  if  these  revisions  are  to  take  the 
form  of  amendments  passed  by  Congress,  it  will  be  necessary  to  arouse  the  kind  of  public 
interest  and  support  which  was  shown  in  the  campaign  against  UI^T  last  winter. 

Another  opportunity,  and  we  would  say  obligation,  is  to  give  both  moral  and  financial 
support  to  the  program  for  refugee  protection  and  refugee  aid  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees.  (James  M.  Read,  former  staff  member 
of  the  FCNL,  and  later  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Service  Section  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  C<»nmittee,  is  now  Deputy  High  Commissioner  in  Geneva.)  So  far  the  United  States 
has  not  contributed  anything  to  the  United  Nations  Refugee  Emergency  Fund  for  which 
nations  were  asked  to  give  three  million  dollars.  One  of  the  responsibilities  of  this 
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Fund  is  for  the  relief  of  15,000  European  refugees  now  in  China  or  Hong  Kong* 

U  M  T 

The  September  1952  Veterans  Newsletter,  a  section  of  the  Merican  legion  llagazine,  reports 
'•It  is  almost  a  certainty  that  the  legion  will  re-open  the  fight  for  a  UIJT  program  in  the 
next  Congress.”  James  E.  Van  Zandt,  a  member  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee,  told 
the  liaryland  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  on  June  7,  1952,  "whether  U*  M*  T*  is  right  or 
wrong  in  my  opinion,  the  defeat  suffered  by  organized  veterandom  at  the  hands  of  civic, 
church,  and  pacifist  groups  definitely  presents  to  the  veterans*  organizations  the  great¬ 
est  challenge  to  their  prestige  and  influence.” 

The  Senate  restored  the  appropriation  for  the  UMT  Commission  which  the  House  had  eliminated 
last  spring,  and  $37,500  was  finally  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  1953  to  keep  alive 
further  recommendations  for  UMT  legislation.  It  is  expected  that  a  UMT  bill  may  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  both  Houses  the  first  day  of  Congress.  Both  President-elect  Eisenhower  and  Vice 
President-elect  Nixon  have  come  out  in  favor  of  UlfT  as  a  substitute  for  the  Selective  Ser¬ 
vice  draft,  wliich  expires  in  1955 •  But  it  is  not  clear  whether  an  all-out  attempt  will  be 
made  to  pass  UMT  legislation  in  the  next  Congress,  or  whether  the  propdnents  will  wait  un¬ 
til  1954  or  1955 •  Your  vigorous  protest  now  may  delay  such  a  drive. 

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  -  HELPING  OTHERS  HELP  THEMSELVES 

The  agreements  signed  between  our  government  and  the  governments  of  35  of  the  underdevelop¬ 
ed  countries  for  technical  assistance  projects  (Point  Four  designates  those  administered 
by  the  State  Department  as  distinct  from  the  Mutual  Security  Agency)  on  the  basis  of  the 
appropriations  for  1952  have  been  completed,  and  are  only  now  being  translated  into  actual 
project  work  in  the  field.  Readers  can  appreciate  the  necessity  for  careful  planning  and 
the  time  it  takes  to  get  projects  actually  under  way. 

As  of  September  30,  1952  there  were  1346  Americans  in  35  countries  engaged  in  development 
projects.  In  addition  to  this  number  actually  in  the  field,  about  40  technicians  were 
in  training  in  this  country  preparatory  to  overseas  assignments.  Of  these  staffs,  28  per 
cent  were  working  in  activities  designed  to  increase  production  of  needed  foodstuffs  a^ 
other  agricultural  products.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Point  Four  program  -  bringing  pro¬ 
fessional  people,  technicians,  and  skilled  workers  from  other  countries  to  the  U.  S.  for 
training  -  as  of  September  30  there  were  810  such  trainees  from  35  countries  in  the  U.  S. 
The  largest  group  of  these  was  receiving  training  in  agriculture. 

To  take  one  technical  assistance  program  as  an  exanq^le:  there  are  99  Point  Four  experts 
and  administrators  in. Burma.  The  major  part  of  the  program  is  an  agricultural  improve¬ 
ment  project  designed  to  bring  Burma’s  rice  productivity  to  its  high  pre-war  level.  In 
conjunction  with  this  agricultural  program,  a  health  and  sanitation  program  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  people  themselves,  and  a  transportation  project  to  facilitate  mar¬ 
keting  of  the  increased  rice  are  also  being  impleiosnted. 

The  funds  appropriated  by  the  last  Congress  for  development  programs  in  1953  amounted  to 
$155 #6  million.  This  amount  includes  the  United  States  contributions  to  the  technical 
assistance  projects  of  the  U  N  and  the  Organization  of  American  States,  and  the  cost  of 
administering  and  supervising  such  efforts,  udiich  leaves  a  figure  of  $138.9  million  avail¬ 
able  for  field  programs.  With  two-thirds  of  the  human  race  still  underfed  or  malnourished, 
and  with  the  high  percentage  of  illiteracy  and  crippling  disease  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
this  program  of  helping  others  help  themselves  needs  to  be  vastly  multiplied.  Oi^  mili¬ 
tary  expenditures  will  run  approximately  342  times  as  much  as  the  above  amount. 
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The  reciprocal  trade  agre  ments  need  to  be  extended  beyond  June  12,  1953  and  crippling  re¬ 
strictions  need  to  be  removed*  Other  countries  including  Canada,  Denmark,  and  Holland  have 
accused  the  United  States  of  violating  their  agreements  imder  the  General  Agreements  on 
Trade  and  Tariffs  by  the  amendment  to  the  Defense  Production  Act  last  summer  curtailing  the 
shipments  of  cheese  and  other  fats  and  oils  to  this  country* 

(A  discussion  on  Congress  and  the  United  Nations  has  been  omitted  from  this  Newsletter  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  space*) 

VISIT  US  IN  OUR  NKff  OFFICKS 

The  entire  staff  of  the  FCNL  is  delighted  with  the  new  offices  of  the  Committee  located  at  , 
104  C  Street,  N*E*  -  just  two  blocks  from  Union  Station  and  adjacent  to  the  Senate  Office 
Building*  The  title  to  this  Capitol  Kill  Property  is  held  by  the  Friends  Meeting  of  Wash¬ 
ington*  The  dovm  payment  on  its  purchase  was  made  possible  through  the  generoTis  gifts  of  a 
large  group  of  interested  I'riends  who  wanted  to  see  the  lid. ends  Committee,  as  well  as  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  which  shares  in  the  building,  have  adequate  office  space#  ! 
The  great  advantage  for  the  F'CNL  is  the  strategic  location  -  so  near  to  the  center  of  the 
legislative  activities  here  in  V/ashington*  It  is  hoped  that  all  li'iends  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Committee  will  have  an  opportunity  sometime  to  visit  the  staff  and  the  new  home 
of  the  Friends  Committee. 

WIDilER  COOPER  JOINS  FCNX  STAFF  ' 

Vdlmer  Cooper  joined  the  FCNL  staff  on  October  first  as  Associate  Secretary*  Wilmer  comes 
originally  from  Ohio  and  is  married  to  Emily  Haines  Cooper  from  Wilmington,  Ohio*  He  grad-  i 
uated  from  the  Bamesville  Friends  Boarding  School  and  took  his  B.A*  at  Wilmington  College.  ’ 
From  1941  -  45  he  was  in  Civilian  Public  Service,  after  vdiich  time  he  worked  with  the  Amer-  ; 
ican  Friends  Service  Committee  and  the  Peace  Board  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting.  He  holds  an 
U.A.  degree  from  Haverford,  a  B.D.  from  Yale,  and  has  completed  residence  for  the  Ph.D.  at  ’ 

Vanderbilt  University.  He  has  taught  briefly  at  Friends  University  and  Ifew  Haven  State  i 
Teachers  College*  In  addition  to  legislative  work  in  Washington,  Vfilmer  Cooper  will  devote  ; 
a  major  portion  of  his  time  presenting  the  FCNL  to  Friends  Meetings,  and  with  the  help  of  j 
Jeanette  Hadley  and  Robert  Gnegy  will  be  responsible  for  the  finance  and  promotion  work  of  j 
the  Committee.  | 

(Research  on  this  issue  by  Marilyn  Joslin)  | 
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